HOLY REDEEMER PARISH

ELLWOOD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Mas. 9". or the
f‘Wee&

Intenti

Monday, December 14-John of the Cross, priest &
doctor
Paul D. Riley (Sam & Jeanne Ricci)
Deceased Conforti Fam. (Sons,
Daughters, Sisters & Brothers

7:00 AM.
9:00 A.M.

Tuesday, December 15
7:00 AM. Joemma Grim (Family)
9:00 A.M.  Joseph Kichty (Alice Kichty Gretch)

Wednesday, December 16
7:00 A.M Elizabeth Perry (Edna Funari & Family)
9:00 A.M.  Angelina Stair (Daughter & Family)

Thursday, December 17-Late Advent Weekday
7:00 AM. Frank Bober (M & M James Altsman)
9:00 A.M. tSteve Ferrante (Wife & Daughters)

Friday, Decenber 18-Late Advent Week
7:00 AM. Jane Zurynski (Daughter, Lori Wimer)
9:00 A.M. Kay Bellissimo (Vince Kasparek)

Saturday, December 19-Late Advent Weekday
9:00 A.M Francis E. Bober (Rita Bober)

Sunday, December 20-Fourth Sunday of Advent
5:00 P.M. Saturday James Gruber (Wife & Family)
8:00 A.M. tMargaret Petrak (Mary Anne Mansell)
10:00 A.M. Carl S. Pohto (Wife, Linda, Children &
Grandchildren)
12:00 P.M. M & M Samuel Santoro (M & M John A.
Pelloni & Sons)

SCRIPTURE VERSE
John answered them all, saying, "I am baptizing you with
water, but one mightier than | is coming. | am not worthy to
loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire." - Lk 3:16

The office will be closed at
12:00 PM Noon on

S December 23rd and will re-
open on December 28th at
9:00 AM.

OPLATEK-CHRISTMAS WAFERS: We now have our
Christmas Wafers available. Each packet is $3.00. We
have a limited supply so get your’s early. Thank You.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS will now be

accepted. Please note that the deadline is

December 14. An envelope is included in your
A packet for Christmas Flowers.

HELP_NEEDED- we will be decorating the church for Christmas
on Wednesday, December 23. Anyone interested in helping is
asked to come to church at 2:00 PM.

ADVENT COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE —will be held on
Wednesday, December 16th at 7 PM. Several priests will be
available for the individual rite of the Sacrament of Penance.

QUEEN OF HEAVEN ADVENT COMMUNAL PENANCE
SERVICE will be on Friday, December 18th at 7:00 PM. Priest
will be available after the service for Confession.

Be a Donate Blood: Calvin Presbyterian, 615
Crescent Avenue, Tuesday, December
BIOOd DonorlS—Noon—G PM.

" GIVING TREE_ Al gifts are to be returned to the tree
stoday December 13, 2009 . If you have questions
» Please call the Social Service Office at

o 'S o 724-758-3465.
GIVING TREE

OUDAY Christian _Mothers and Ladies Guild is
| _ having a homemade Christmas Cookie Sale on

SALE 88atrays after all the masses Saturday, December
’O@ 19th and Sunday, December 20th. The sale
will be in back of the church vestibule. People will be called
and asked to bake. If anyone wasn't called we appreciate

the cookies. Please bring all cookies down to the
lunchroom only, so we can prepare the trays. Thanks.

Need a vacation? Join Holy Redeemer Parish and Father
Mark Thomas for a relaxing Mediterranean cruise aboard
the beautiful Norwegian Jade May 7-16, 2010. Flyers are
in the church or contact Jude Dici at 724-758-4913 for
additional information.

Readings for the Week of December 13, 2009
Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17
Friday: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25
Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45




THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 13, 2009

L

GAUDETE SUNDAY: THE SUNDAY TO
REJOICE

The Third Sunday of Advent is named, “Gaudete
Sunday”. It comes from the Latin word meaning, “to
rejoice.” We are called to rejoice for many reasons. First,
our Advent waiting is almost over. Very soon we will be
prayerfully reflecting on the significance of the birth of
Jesus Christ.

The vestments worn today have an unusual color--
rose. These vestments are worn only twice a year: The
Third Sunday in Advent and the Fourth Sunday in Lent.
Both Sundays are designated as days of rejoicing. The
rose color signifies the coming of dawn. If we could see the
nighttime sky, we would recognize the color as deep
purple. As the first ray of dawn pierces the deep purple, a
new color forms across the horizon-- pink. This means
that the light of day is just minutes away. For those
keeping wvigil it is very good news.

On this day to rejoice, St. Paul gives us the perfect
reflection. Each line of this passage from Philippians give
us much to pray about. Cut the reading below and keep it
near to you and read it often during these days. As you
pray each line, stop and ask God to speak to you about
ways in which you are being invited to live St. Paul’s words.

Rejoice in the Lord always! Rejoice! Let yourgoo d
sense be obvious to all. The Lord is near.

Never worry about anything; but tell God all your
desires of everything in prayer and petition abound ing
with gratitude, and the peace of God which is beyon d
our understanding, will guard your hearts and thoug hts
in Christ Jesus.

Finally, my sisters and brothers, let your minds b e
filled with everything that is honorable, everythin g that
is upright and pure, everything that we love and
admire. Keep doing everything you have learned fro m
me and were told by me and have heard or seen me
doing. Then the God of peace will be with you.

Maranatha... Come Lord Jesus

Special Activities Group (SAG)

Annual tickets are now available. Annual monetary
awards total $75,875. Details are contained in the flyer
available in the vestibule of the church or call Joe Bellis-
simo at 724-752-2224. GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS

Holy Redeemer Social Club Yearly Calendar Raffle
Tickets are available for next year 2010. You can get
your favorite number by calling Stretch at 724-752-
3751. Also a Great Christmas Gift for only $40.00 each
ticket.

Michael Spiegel, Donna
Lample, , Mollie Pelligrene,
Remember The Sick Rose Reda, Debra White,

Peter Bietch, Carol Woods,

Marie Pander, Ida McCelland,
Ron O’Donnell, Sr., Jodi Minteer, Michael Henderson,
Elizabeth Pullion, Carson Kellar, Tina Jeannette, Corey
Ayres, Elizabeth LaCava, Cindy Cancelli Buffington, Margie
Pelloni, April Samsa, Karen Rybka, Mafalda Dombeck,
Richard Cox, Ann Moczan, George Bokor, Sr., Joan
McDonald, Edward J. Stemmerick, Anna Marie Bucci, Dan
“Joe” Weisz, Damien DeCaria, Mary (Tootles) Millhouse,
Bob Greene, Fred Faroni, Cheryl Owens, Mary Hilliard,
Richelle Owens, John Owens, Ashley Marsano and Tim
Mann, Jerry McCrumb, Mary Pascazi

RESTFUL REPOSE: In your charity please pray for the
following who were buried this past week. Carl S.
Agostinelli ,Louis J. Nocera, Velma McNaughton, Fra  nk
C. Grandinetti. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.

RECENTLY BAPTIZED: Alexander Robert Bucci , son of
Robert Carmen Bucci and Allison Mooney Bucci, Maria
Aurora Riccio , daughter of Antonio Mario Riccio and
Preslee Congdon Ricci, Erica Lynn Barlow , daughter of
Eric Lee Barlow and Amy Lemanski Barlow, and Giulian
Alexander Frisk , daughter of Mike Frisk and Tarah Lyn
Annarumo Frisk. May God bless our newly baptized their
families and friends.

The following invoices were paid for the first week in December .
Dio. of Pgh (Final payment of Income Assessment $3,614.50, John
Berezniak, Jr. $150.00, Steele Print $187.50, Social Services
(Collection) $1,748,00, Retirement Fund for Religious $1,724.00, Giant
Eagle $113.95, Church Linens $185.00, A. T. Merhaut $176.11, Pgh
Catholic $119.27, Busy Beaver $113.59, Wampum Improvement
$43.87, Rubino Electric $262.51, Forever Broadcasting $272.00.

SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS

Weekly collection needed ...........ccccceeeevinnnnee. $12,300.00
Weekly collection received week 11/1 ............ $12,193.22
Weekly for 11/7-8.....c.ooovviiiiiiiiiie e, $12,001.43
Weekly for 11/14-15.......cccovviiiiiieee e, $9,073.00
Weekly for 11/21-22.......ccooveviiiiiieciiiiee e, $7,756.65
Weekly for 11/28-29.......cccvviiiiiieeeiiiiee e, $9,711.00
Weekly for 12/5-6......c.c.cccevvuveeiiiiiiieeeiciieee e, $12,033.88
All Saints & All Souls 11/1-2 .......cccceeeeeeeiiiinnee. $1,208.00

We will have more information on collections as we have
space in the bulletin to print it. Thank You.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY IN SUPPORT
OF OUR PARISH. YOUR HELP IS ALWAYS
APPRECIATED.

Remember Holy Redeemer Parish in your will.



HOLY REDEEMER PARISH

ELLWOOD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

SERVING THE PARISH

DECEMBER 19/20
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

5:00 P.M. *Marion Gruber, John Folino, Stan Wrona, Kay
Bellissimo, Connie Kreshon, Patti Kuhn, Jim
Gillespie
8:00 A.M. *Philip DeCaria, Mimi Spade, Michael
Gaydosz, Cathy DeBlaso, Mary Oprisu, Carol
Nocera, Mary Parente
10:00 A.M. *Loretta Silvestri, Skip Hazen, Lisa Hazen,
Melissa Rosendale, Carol Chewning, Barbara
Russo, Tom Heckendorn
12:00 P.M. *Grace DeCaria, Guy Calabro, Charlie Chaffin,
Kathy Gorzkowski, Sharon Smith, Pat Gerello,
Deb Pagley
LECTORS
5:00 P.M. Joe Cioffi
8:00 A.M. Anna Marie DiCerbo
10:00 A.M. Debbie Kucan
12:00 P.M. Danielle Fogel
CANTORS
5:00 P.M. Patty DiMase
8:00 A.M. Peggy Rocco
10:00 A.M. Adult Choir
12:00 P.M. Andrea Verone
SERVERS
5:00 P.M. Joe & Mike Zilka,
Isabella Williams
8:00 A.M. Tommy Novosel, Katelyn & Laura Wardman
10:00 A.M. Goldie Bookamer, Dom Teolis, Mike Brown
12:00 P.M. Mike Perry, Mikaela Wadding, Ashley Farone
GREETERS
5:00 P.M. Elaine Ferruchie, Marion Gruber
8:00 A.M. Carol Nocera, Louise Carozza, Peggy Rocco
10:00 A.M. Jim Gillespie, Barb Mastropietro
12:00 P.M. Pat Gerello, Patty D’Ambrosio

PARISH FOOD DRIVE will take place during the

entire month of November into December. Parish-

ioners are asked to support the Holy Redeemer

Food Pantry by bringing non-perishable foods items,
&>, paper products and toiletries to the church. Dona-
tions may be left in the vestibule. You are more than
) welcome to come visit us and deliver your donations
” in person at our new location at Holy Redeemer
Religious Education Center on Bridge Street. Let us
help make it possible for all families in the Ellwood City Area to enjoy a
wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas! Thank you in advance for your
support of this very important parish project!

There is a correction on the Parish School Financia |
Report. Fund Raising by PTG amounts to $100,000. In
addition there are 115 volunteers who work very hard to
reduce expenses. We are very grateful to everyone who
helps us provide this marvelous spiritual and academic
education to our children.

Attention Holy Redeemer, St. Agatha, and BVM alumni
If you are interested in getting together, please send your contact
information to
holyredeemeralumni@gmail.com
Please include the following:
Name
For graduates: maiden name
Graduation year
Street address
City, state, zip
Email
Please also include if you are an alumna, current
parent, alumna parent, board member, faculty/staff, or friend.
We will be sending out invites to our alumni dinner and auction so please
respond if you wish to be involved or forward this information to anyone
you think would like to be. If you do not use email, please respond by mail
to Carla Bunney, 307 Hillside Avenue, Ellwood City, PA 16117, 724-462-
3912

Anyone interested in helping with an alumni committee, please come to
our meetings that are held every second Tuesday of the month at 7 P.M.
in the school library.

Please Note: Anyone wishing to donate bottles of wine, liquor, mixers
and beer to the alumni dinner, please drop them off at the parish office.
Any questions call (412-629-4125 or 724-752-3051.

Holy Redeemer School Fundraisers
Dunkin Donut Coffee Sale-
$8/Ib buy now thru 11/12

Calendar tickets—$10 each
Payout each day—for Jan., 2010

Tab coupons $5/each
Coupon buy now thru 12/18 (on local business)

The Gospel of Luke: Adult Faith Formation series will be
held on Tuesdays December 15 at 7:00 PM at the
Religious Education Center. Father Mark will be the
presenter.

Take Advantage of the new Missalettes! The Missalettes
are an excellent way to teach the Mass to our young
people. In Addition you can now read the prayers and
readings before Mass begins so that you will be better
prepared for your experience of our Mass.

Traveling Statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary

We are preparing a Statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary to be
available to visit your homes. The time She is in your home can
be a great time of prayer and renewal for you and your families.
More information next week.

Traveling Chalice Coming Soon

As our parish prays for priests and an increase in vocations to the
priesthood we are making a chalice available to be in your homes.
This chalice will be with you for one week. During that time it will
be your families responsibility to pray for vocations.

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS: Please remember to bring photos of
your relatives in the Armed forces. We will place them at the
Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

Also, please remember to offer prayers and light candles for our
troops at the Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

Diocesan Toll-Free Number for Abuse Response: 1-888-808-1235



