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Monday, November 30– Andrew, apostle  
    7:00 A.M.  Julia Lockawich   (Dave Krepitch) 
 9:00 A.M.  Katherine Bellissimo   (Paul & Marge   

     Darno) 
 
Tuesday, December 1  
    7:00 A.M.  Gene Boschini   (Durleen Family) 
 9:00 A.M.  Joseph & Maria Pasquale   (Tony, Bertha, 

    Patty & Mike) 
 
Wednesday, December 2  
     7:00 A.M  Sister Antonia Vallelunga   (Sister Rose  
      Vallelunga) 
 9:00 A.M.  Ang Ottavio   (Tom & Sandi Russiello) 
 
Thursday,  December 3-Francis Xavier, priest  
    7:00 A.M.  Pat Lowen   (Charlene & Kevin Adams) 
    9:00 A.M.  Jack Reed   (Cosmo & Patty Morabito) 
 
Friday, December 4-John of Damascus, priest & docto r 
    7:00 A.M.  Andy Teolis   (Betty & Joe Cini) 
 9:00 A.M.  Maxie Williams   (Eric McCall) 
 
Saturday, December 5  
    9:00 A.M  Edna Kuben   (Joe Ricci & Clara) 
 
Sunday,  December 6-Second Sunday of Advent  
 5:00 P.M. Saturday   Patsy Sabatino   (Wife, Catherine and 
      Children)    
 8:00 A.M.  Jim DeLoia   (Lynda Mancini)  
 10:00 A.M.  Bud Campbell   (M/M Paul Plavecsky) 
 12:00 P.M.  Rose Cortez   (Family) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE 
“Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength 
to escape the tribulations that are imminent and to stand 
before the Son of Man”  Lk 21:36 

GIVING TREE will be in the vestibule of the 
church on Thanksgiving Day and for the 
next several weeks.  Please be sure to take 
a tag and securely attach it  to the outside 
of the gift.  All gifts are to be returned to the 
tree by December 13, 2009.  If you have 
questions please call the Social Service 
Office at 724-758-3465. 

 

Cemetery News:  We are doing some timbering in the 
woods behind the cemetery.  Please be aware of parking 
and use caution where trucks are moving through. 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER CHAIN 
“Pray without ceasing” 1 Thessalonians 5:17 
Join us in participating  in a prayer chain at Holy Redeemer.  
Those of you that are interested in being notified either by phone 
or email when the need to pray for someone in the parish arises 
please join our Prayer Chain.  Also please contact those 
parishioners you know that are home bound and in nursing care 
facilities to see if they are interested in participating as well.  
Anyone interested in the Holy Redeemer Prayer Chain is asked to 
leave your name with your phone number or email (the way you 
want to be contacted) at the Parish office or in any collection 
basket at any Mass. 
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Readings for the Week of November 29, 2009  
 

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12---4:2/Lk 
   21:25-28, 34-36 
Monday: Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35---10:1, 
   5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

PARISH FOOD DRIVE will take place 
during the entire month of November 
into December.  Parishioners are asked 
to support the Holy Redeemer Food 
Pantry by bringing non-perishable foods 
items, paper products and toiletries to 
the church.  Donations may be left in the 

vestibule.  You are more than welcome to come visit us 
and deliver your donations in person at our new location 
at Holy Redeemer Religious Education Center on Bridge 
Street.  Let us help make it possible for all families in the 
Ellwood City Area to enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving and 
Christmas!  Thank you in advance for your support of this 
very important parish project! 

 
CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS  will now 
be accepted.  Please note that the deadline is 
December 14.  An envelope is included in your 
packet for Christmas Flowers. 



 
 
 
 With this liturgy today we enter into the season of 
Advent.  This season is truly unique because it contains a 
two-fold character:  It is a season to prepare for Christmas 
when Christ’s first coming to us is remembered.  It is a 
season when that remembrance directs our minds and 
hearts to await Christ’s second coming at the end of time.  
Advent, therefore, is a joyful season of expectation. 
 The official color for the Advent season is violet.  On 
the Third Sunday, the color is Rose.  These colors 
represent the Night-Time sky just before dawn.  As the first 
beam of light pierces the night, the first color we see is 
rose, then violet, and finally the brightness of daybreak.  
And so, on the Third Sunday of Advent, which is 
traditionally called, “Guadete (Latin for “Rejoice!”), we 
rejoice because our time of waiting is almost over. 
 The Advent Wreath, which adorns our Church is a 
custom that comes from the earliest European Cultures.  
The people would mark these special days by removing a 
wheel from their cart.  This wheel would be taken into their 
homes and decorated.  This action, of course, would limit 
the amount of labor and travel they could do.  And that was 
the purpose.  They forced themselves to be prepared for 
Christmas by limiting their work and travel so that they 
could devote more time to their spiritual preparation. 
 Each week, our Scriptures will show us different 
characters who had a significant role to play for our 
salvation.  As we listen to their stories we are invited to 
reflect on the specific and personal call each of them 
received from God.  We can ask our Lord to tell us how 
they were able to cooperate with God despite their own 
fears and personal limitations.  And finally, we ask Jesus to 
show us if their stories contain a lesson which can be a 
point of growth for us. 
 As we begin another year in the life of the Church, we 
are called to watchfulness.  The prophet Jeremiah speaks 
about a time of blessing that has already begun for us:  Our 
Lord’s birth.  St. Paul speaks about a Second Advent when 
we will stand before the Trinity.  The Gospel likens the 
same event to a great storm.  In the end, the Scriptures 
point to the same conclusion:  The best preparation for that 
Advent is to be watchful and attentive to the many times we 
are in Christ’s presence in the here-and-now.  It doesn’t 
matter when the storm comes.  What matters is how we will 
be found? 

Maranatha!  Come Lord Jesus! 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Spiegel, Donna 
Lample, Velma McNaughton, 
Mollie Pelligrene, Rose Reda,  
Debra White, Peter Bietch, 
Carol Woods, Marie Pander, 

Ida McCelland, Ron O’Donnell, Sr., Jodi Minteer, Michael 
Henderson, Elizabeth Pullion,  Carson Kellar, Tina 
Jeannette, Corey Ayres, Elizabeth LaCava, Cindy Cancelli 
Buffington, Margie Pelloni, April Samsa, Karen Rybka, 
Mafalda Dombeck,  Richard Cox, Ann Moczan, George 
Bokor, Sr., Joan McDonald,  Edward J. Stemmerick, Anna 
Marie Bucci, Dan “Joe” Weisz, Damien DeCaria, Mary 
(Tootles) Millhouse, Bob Greene, Fred Faroni, Cheryl 
Owens, Mary Hilliard, Richelle Owens, John Owens, Ashley 
Marsano and Tim Mann, Jerry McCrumb, Mary Pascazi, 
Andrew Zelesnak 

Please Note :  Anyone wishing to donate bottles of wine, liquor, mixers 
and beer to the alumni dinner, please drop them off at the parish office.  
Any questions call (412-629-4125 or 724-752-3051. 

  
Holy Redeemer Social Club Yearly Calendar Raffle 
Tickets are available for next year 2010.  You can get your 
favorite number by calling Stretch at 724-752-3751.  Also a 
Great Christmas Gift for only $40.00 each ticket. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT NOVEMBER 29, 2009 

 Remember Holy Redeemer Parish in your will. 

SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS 
Week of  11/28-29 

Because we had to send bulletin early, our financia l 
reports cannot be reported.  We will report them as  
soon as we get the information.  Thanks. 

The following invoices were paid for the third week in Novem-
ber 2009.   Beaver County Times $122, Diocese of Pittsburgh 
(1/2 of Unreported Income Assessment) $3,614.50, Music 
Innovations $68.85, Mark Bond (Refurbish The Bells) 
$1462.50, Dept of Pubic Welfare Child Clearance $10.00, 
Staples Business $97.62, Aiken Refuse $90.00, Sherwin Wil-
liams $37.49, Postmaster $14.48, Auto Zone $15.24, Mall-
mark $33.73, Dollar General $41.75, Armstrong Cable 
$152.21, HSN $13.90, Postmaster $352.00, Trader Horn 
$56.78,  B & B $153.57, Dept of Public Welfare $10.00 

Attention Holy Redeemer, St. Agatha, and BVM alumni : 
If you are interested in getting together, please send your contact 
information to 
 holyredeemeralumni@gmail.com 
Please include the following: 
Name 
For graduates:  maiden name 
Graduation year 
Street address 
City, state, zip 
Email 
Please also include if you are an alumna, current  
parent, alumna parent, board member, faculty/staff, or friend. 
We will be sending out invites to our alumni dinner and auction so 
please respond if you wish to be involved or forward this information to 
anyone you think would like to be.  If you do not use email, please 
respond by mail to Carla Bunney, 307 Hillside Avenue, Ellwood City, 
PA 16117, 724-462-3912 
 
Anyone interested in helping with an alumni committee, please come 
to our meetings that are held every second Tuesday of the month at 7 
P.M. in the school library. 

Special Activities Group (SAG) 
Annual tickets are now available.  Annual monetary 
awards total $75,875.  Details are contained in the flyer 
available in the vestibule of the church or call Joe Bellis-
simo at 724-752-2224.  GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS 



HOLY REDEEMER PARISH ELLWOOD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA 

SERVING THE PARISH 
DECEMBER 5/6 

 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 5:00 P.M. *Guy Calabro, Marion Gruber, John Folino,  
  Stan Wrona, Kay Bellissimo, Patti Kuhn, Jim 
  Gillespie  
 8:00 A.M. *Mary Anne Mansell, Elaine Ferruchie, Philip 
  DeCaria, Michael Gaydosz, Cathy DeBlaso, 
  Mimi Spade, Mary Parente  
 10:00 A.M. *Tom Heckendorn, Loretta Silvestri, Skip  
  Hazen, Lisa Hazen, Cheri Patterson, Melissa 
  Rosendale, Barbara Russo  
 12:00 P.M. *Pat Gerello, Kathy Bucci, Ann Tomak,  
  Francine Hunter, Sharon Razani, David  
  DeCaria, Debbie Pagley  
 
 
LECTORS 
 5:00 P.M. Connie Kreshon  
 8:00 A.M. Julie Santillo 
 10:00 A.M. Children’s Mass 
 12:00 P.M.  Karen Williams 
 
 
CANTORS 
 5:00 P.M. Patty DiMase  
 8:00 A.M. Peggy Rocco 
 10:00 A.M. Children’s Choir 
 12:00 P.M. Jim Hackett 
 
SERVERS 
 5:00 P.M. John & Megan Oehmler, Paul Sutkowski 
 8:00 A.M. John DeCaro, Richard McKinney, Mike Brown 
 10:00 A.M. Joe & Mike Zilka, Ashley Farone 
 12:00 P.M. Dee Dee , John & Billy Evans 
 
GREETERS 
 6:00 P.M. Guy Calabro, Joann Hart  
 8:00 A.M. Felix Cistolo, Joyce Hackett, Pat Morabito 
 10:00 A.M. Marilyn & Steve Frost, Ann Plavecsky 
 12:00 P.M. Pat Gerello, Patty D’Ambrosio 
 

ADVENT FAMILY RETREAT DAY —will be held 
on Saturday, December 5 from 9:30 AM to 2:00 
PM at Holy Redeemer School.  Registration 
deadline is Wed. Dec. 2nd.  For more details call 
the Religious Education Center at 724-752-1271. 

 
The Gospel of Luke:  Adult Faith Formation series 
will be held on Tuesdays December 1-8-15 at 
7:00 PM at the Religious Education Center.  
Father Mark will be the presenter. 
 

Sunday Missals – The Saint Joseph Sunday Missals for 
2010 will begin the First Sunday of Advent, November 29th.  
The Missals are on sale for $4.00 at the Religious 
Education Center, School Office and Parish Office. 

The coming season tends to become hectic, 
frustrating, even depressing.  Prepare your soul by 
spending some quiet time with Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament.  Calm your soul with quality 
time to think and pray.  Silence is a rare gift you 

give yourself.  The opportunity is waiting for you.  Eucharistic 
Adoration will be on Friday, Dec. 4 closing with benediction at 
3:45 PM. 
   O Sacrament Most Holy 
   O Sacrament Divine 
   All praise and all thanksgiving 
   Be every moment Thine 
 

Traveling Statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
We are preparing a Statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary to be 
available to visit your homes.  The time She is in your home can 
be a great time of prayer and renewal for you and your families.  
More information next week. 
 
Traveling Chalice Coming Soon  
As our parish prays for priests and an increase in vocations to the 
priesthood we are making a chalice available to be in your homes.  
This chalice will be with you for one week.  During that time it will 
be your families responsibility to pray for vocations. 
 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS:  Please remember 
to bring photos of your relatives in the Armed 
forces.  We will place them at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help.   
 Also, please remember to offer prayers and 
light candles for our troops at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help. 
 

Restful Repose:   In your charity please pray for the soul of 
Mary Larizza and all the souls of the faithful departed.  
May they rest in peace.  Amen. 

 Diocesan Toll-Free Number for Abuse Response:  1-888-808-1235 

Holy Redeemer school fundraisers  
  
  Dunkin Donut Coffee Sale- 
  $8/lb buy now thru 11/12 
 
  Calendar tickets-$10/each 
  Payout each day—for Jan., 2010 
  Buy 11/18 thru 12/16 
 
  Tab coupons-$5/each 
  Coupon buy now thru 

                 12/18 (on local business) 
 

HELP SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL AND CHILDREN 

Need a vacation?  Join Holy Redeemer Parish and Fa-
ther Mark Thomas for a relaxing Mediterranean cruise 
aboard the beautiful Norwegian Jade May 7-16, 2010.  
Flyers are in the church or contact Jude Dici at 724-758-
4913 for additional information 

Take Advantage of the new Missalettes!  The Mis-
salettes coming November 28th are an excellent way to 
teach the Mass to our young people.  In Addition you 
can now read the prayers and readings before Mass 
begins so that you will be better prepared for your ex-
perience of our Mass. 


